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THE TENTH WEEK OF THE SESSION.

{¥HOM THE DAILT NATIONAL INTELLIGENCEN OF FEHRUARY 10.]
Progress has been made in Coagress during the
pasi week on several important questions.

" In the Skxate, nearly the whole week was spent
in discussion of the details of the bill, which had
ogeupied the two preceding weeks, for reducing
the rates of Postage on lelters, &c. transmitied by
the Mail. The discussion has, however, been
brought to & close in that body; the bill having

ssed on Saturday, by the surprising majority of
weiity-six votes, all the members of the Senate
~ exeept two being present. This bill proposes a
~ greater reduction of postage than we should have
~ advised, the highest postage left upon single letters
and packages weighing not more than half an ounce

_ for any and all distances being five cents, instead of

" the existing postage, which, as our readers know,

- wasies, sccording to distance, from six and a quarter

ts to twenty-five cents for each single letter, and
¢ double, treble, and larger and heavier letters in
pportion. We should have counselled a less rate

. gf reduction, because we believe that for a year or

1wo at least the revenue of the Post Office, under
the operation of this change, will fall short of its ex-
. penses, and must necessarily be made good from
the Treasury. We are reconciled to this inconve-

' nicsce 1o the Government, however, by the increas-

»

e accommodation to be afforded to the People, and
by the further consideration that this reduction will
- pluce the mail on a footing of something like equali-
ty rith the private expresses, the interference of
which with the Government mails, however conve-
mient it may have been found between particular
points, has always appeared to us to have unhappily
" '?rfered with the intention of the Constitution to
plice the subject of post-offices and post-roads ex-
«lusively within the control of the General Govern-
suent. By this bill the privilege of franking letters
is taken away from Postmasters and other Officers
. of Government, with few exceptions, and in lieu
thareofl they are to receive credit for the amount of

5 raspective offices, &c.—and severe enactments are

‘3%& tage on letters concerning the business of their

¥

e with the restriction of it to letters written by
themselves.
~ It would be a subject of regret that a bill which
has cost the Senate so much labor, and the prinei-
ple of which is undoubtedly approved by the gene-
ri sensc of the people in every part of the country
: fail in the other House upon its details ;
of which, at this late period of the Session, thers
is great danger, should the attempt be made to ef-
{ezt any material change in the bill, even though
that change be an improvement. We incline to
wish, therefore, that the bill may pass the House
without opening its details, and that a trial of it may
be made as it stands, We ourselves have objection
to some of its provisions ; but we have greater ob-
jection to the continuance of the present onerous
‘#ystem for a whole year longer, short of the expi-
ion of which time there is no possibility of Con-
acting upon the subject if the present oppor-
ity be suffered to pass away unimproved. No
hill 6n the subject ean ever be expected to be uni-
versally acceptable ; and it is hazarding little to say
that, if the present bill fail, it i an even chance
sther any bill on the subject will be passed these

. The Report of the Senate’s Committee on For-

I:# : . vign Relations upon the fnnexation subject, made

S

LY

on Tuesday last, has been spread before our readers
at large ; but, for the information of that class of
them whose oceupations do not allow them the
necessary time to master papers of such volume
and eopiousness, we have prepared an abstract of
the report, which such readers will find in the fol-
lowing columns.

The bill for the establishment of a Territorial
Government in Oregon, which passed the House
of Representatives carly in the week, and was re-
ferred in the Senate to the Committee *on Terri-

<« tories,” has been reported back from that committee.
_«The bill ought now, it seems to us, to be referred
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, to inquire,
w Pﬂ?wﬂﬂwﬂmhlbﬂlis.underex-
| 1sting circumstances, recommended by any very
urgent necessity—for that inquiry was properly
within the provinee of the Committee on Territo-
i t whelhe;‘t:e passage of such a bill would
ible with the spirit of existing trea

¢ United States and foreign Powers, :.'li,;
ty which is as much a part of international
law as is the faith of treaties. Sagacious and res.
soning men begin to open their eyes 1o the conse-
quences of inconsiderate action in this matter, In
proof of which we copy from * the Journal of Com.
merce”” the following paragraph, plainly indicating
how the pulse of the substantial merchants of the
great cities is affected by the pendency of this

Question : ;
. * We are free to express our opinion,” says the

I"' rnal of Commerce, * that this bill ought not to

: Whether de to be operative or inop-

;s.-f...?.’?-.; tive the first year, it ought not to pass ; because,

~ “in the former case, it would be a palpable viola-
-3.mdh0nmﬁm.mdinthehm.nnme-

' | ~oessary and useless provocation of Great Britain,

; far as this we are
* her respectful notice >

go, viz: to give
: our wish to terminate the
Joint occupancy. We then be in a condi-
* tiun, at the end of one s 10 take such further
‘ measures with a view to the adjustment of the
* tontroversy as might be deemed expedient,”
‘Corresponding opinions on this subject are gravely
“xpressed'by many others whose judgment is enti-
to respect,
Jor reducing the price of the Public
Q-.M “il! _ g considerable discussion
. g0, being again taken up in the House
of Represcntatives, was on Wednesday last ordered
1 lie upon the table by an apparently decisive vote,
qmuu indeed boen wade to reconsider the

tives, Friday and Saturday last weregiven up to the

e 1 de against the abuses of the franking privilege
iR are said extensively to prevail. Members of
. Songress are to retain the franking privilege as it

vote; but, looking at the advanced period of the |
session, and the improbability of getting  bill of
such consequence through both Houses, the belief
is justified that the subject will not be resumed.

Much to the credit of the House of Representa-

consideration of bills relating to individual claims,
of which, with few exceptions, the IHouse suc-
ceeded in clearing its calendar. Had this duty to
our own citizens earlier occupied the attention of
the House, there woald have been more certainty of
the Senate’s ability to act upon this mass of bills,
in addition to the many others of a more general
character which the House is prone o delay the
passing of until 100 late a day in the session. We
hope much, however, for the claimants from the
habitual readiness, considerateness, and assiduous-
ness of Senators in the performance of their public
duties.

We bespeak the attention of our readers to the
profoundly able dicussion of the points of Consti-
tutional Law involved in the Texas question which
we ¢opy to-day, according to the promise which we
made to them, from the Address of the Anti-Annex-
ation Convention of Massachusetts, held at Boston
some days ago.

Daxer 8. Dickixson was on T'nesday elected
Senator of the United States by the Legislature of
New York for six years from the 4th of March
next. The Whigs voted for Joux C. Crarg, and
the Natives for Rosert Tavion.

THE NATURALIZATION LAWS.

The New York Evening Post states that the
Commissioners appointed by the Senate of the
United States 1o look into the practice which pre-
vails in the naturalization of aliens, are in the city
of New York, holding their sessions with closed
doors, and sending for persons and papers.
Commissioners are employed in the other chief
.cities on the maritime border in making similar
inquiries.

We have no hope of the passage at this session
of Congress of any act for a reform of the laws
regulating Naturalization. We believe, however,
that the investigation instituted by the Senate’s
committee will elicit most valuable information, such
as cannot fail to exercise a salutary influence on
the action of the next Congress upon the subject.

The Stare Coxvention o Louisiana, which is
charged with the duty of remodelling the State
Constitution, on the 30th ultimo, indicated its inten-
tion to make an important change in the qualifica-
tions of electors, by refusing to strike out a clause
which prescribed a residence in the State of two
years as one of the prerequisites to the right of suf-
frage. 'The vote on striking out was 23 yeas to 44
nays. 'This the Bulletin presumes to be the final
determination of the Convention as respects the ba-
sis of the electoral franchise. Every white male
citizen is invested with the privilege of voting, with
the limitation that he be not a pauper, ‘nor a felon,

BREAKING THE SEALS.

Wednesday was the day assigned, by the joint
resolution of both Houses of Congress, for the per-
formance of the constitutional duty of opening and
counting the votes for Presient and Vice Presi-
peNT of the United States given by the Electoral
Colleges of the several States. '

In pursuanee of that resolution, the House or Re-
PRESENTATIVES, at a few minutes before 12 o’clock,
suspended the business in which it was engaged,
and prepared to receive into its Chamber, according
to previous arrangement, the Senate of the United

the Clerk's table for the accommodation of the re-
cording officers of both bodies. The members, no
longer in groups in the aisles and lobbies, or loung-
ing over the last newspaper, were generally in their
seats, and the silence of expectation gradually set-
tled down on all present, as the finger of the dial
pointed to the hour of noon. The doors of the hall
were thrown open, and in a few moments the ap-
proach of T SexaTE was indicated by the ap-
pearance of their Sergeant-at-Arms, who was fol-
lowed by the President and Seeretary of the Senate,
and then by the Senators, walking two by two; who
took seats prepared for them in a double semicircle
round about the area in front of the Clerk’s table.
The President of the Senate having ascended to
the Speaker’s Chair, the Speaker of the House be-
ing seated on his left, stood, as did the members of
the House, until the Senators were seated in order,
The Tellers appointed by the two Houses (Mr.
WALKER, of the Senate, and Messrs. Kenxepy, of
Maryland, and Burkg, of New Hampshire, of the
House) took their seats at the table of the Clerk,
the Secretary of the Senate on their right, the Clerk
of the House on their left hand ; the chief clerks of
the House and the Senate being seated at the table
below, the two Sergeants-at-Arms having seals on
either side. ‘
The scene had nothing of the pomp that would
have blazed upon the eye at a ceremonial of such
consequence m Governments differently organized
from ours. Depending for its solemnity and its ef-
fect on the inherent greatness of the act 1o be done,
to one who regarded: it with a philosophie eye it
had a solemnity approaching the sublime. Who
that reflected on the struggles, the tumult, the bat-
tes, and the blood, which have so often accompa-
nied the acquisition of a disputed throne in the Old
World—or, indeed, of a disputed Chieftainship in
the Governments of the New World—could look
on this peaceful and tranquil assembly, remembering
the purpose which had called it together and the
event which it was virtually to consummate, and
not be deeply impressed by the happy expedient
here first devised for securing the succession to su-
preme Executive power by a delegated expression

nor insane ; and that he has been a resident of the
State two years, (one of which in the parish where
he offers to vote.) es a property qualification,
the old Constitution required one year's residence

in the State and six months’ residence in the parish.

An article in this month’s number of Hunt's
Magazine clearly shows that the last Census is full
of the most groes and ridiculous errors ; and although
we cannot entirely agree with the memorialists,
who say they believe it would have been better to
have no census at all than such an one as has been

ublished, we think with them that it is advisa-

e “to adopt measures for the correetion of the
same,"” or, if that cannot be done, that something
will be done to obviate errors in the census of 1850.
Six or seven hundred thousand dollars are expended
in the taking of the census, and we certainly ought
to secure faithful and competent agents for that pur-
pose.—New York Mirror.

The municipal election took place in the eity of
Wneerive ‘on- Monday last. Heretofore party
politics have not been introduced into the elections
in that city, but in consequence of the prominent
part taken by several of the Locofoco officeholders
during the late Presidential canvass, the Whigs de-
termined to take the management of the city into
their own hands; and they have done so effec-
tually.  On Monday last they made a clean swee
ger:u'p:g their Mayor and every member of the

‘ouncil.

OREGON.

The letter of our Washington correspondent con-
veys the important intelligence that the House of
Representatives of the United States has nearly con-
summated its work upon Oregon.

If men will pause upon the scheme, and see who
have favored that measure, and who have opposed
ity they will be struck with the dangerous spirit in
which the most important business of this nation is
conducted. Age, experience, lofty views, and tried
patriotism, are nothing in the seale against the young
zealot for popular applause, with his ad captandum
outbreaks of patriotism, and his loud advocacy of the
extended rights of man. This is a mournful state
of the case, and a lamentable specimen of republican
purity—a wretched comment upon the boasted vir-
tue of our institutions. Perpetuily seems to be

ing compared with expansion; and we are sell-
ing the future of nation for an expansion of the pres-
ent, instead of making arrangements for extendi
our time of existence, by maintaining our physi:ﬁ
and politieal integrity —U. §.Gazette.
A case somowhat similar to that in the North Carolina Se-
nate, where one of the members took his seat under a forged
certificate of election, occurred lutely in the Missouri House of
Reprosentatives. The contested seat of one of the members
depended upon the admission of a certain poll-book, which
- for want of the proper signatures. The commit-
tee repartod that such was the fact, but on returning the book
to the House, to their murprise they found the names of the
proper officers affixed to . ‘The House, believing that forge-

ry had been resorted to, 3
ber.— Norfilk promptly vacated the seat of the mem.

Counrenratr Tutnors Scage,—Upon investigation insti-
mhdhgthelqihmdmhﬁnh':mdyhﬂnd’mm-
ered that five thousand dollars of counterfeit State sorip have
boen taken by the Auditor, and by him paid to the Fund Com-
missioner, and it is supposed that more will yet be found to
have been paid in. There appeais to have been two different
MnlhchMhhmdM-
The m.uuhhﬂymd.ndmur-
:h.xmwmg]mb“cm should have received

Fing 1x Nawanx, (N. 1.)—On Wednesday morning five
dwelling houses on Broad street, opposite the Episcopal
Church, were destrayed by fir. The church was on fire in
the steeple ; but put out with but little damage. . The houses
burut were the dwellings of John H. Stevens, two two-story '
houses owned by William Tuttle, and two large three-story
brick dwellings adjoining. !

of a Nation's Will ?

The spectacle was earnestly contemplated by an
auditory as large as the limits of the galleries could
by possibility contain. The Ladies, never the last
to catch a prevailing enthusiasm, or to gaze with
interest on solemn public acts, had been pouring
along every avenue, and climbing the endless multi-
tude of steps by which they reach the narrow space
allotted to them, for hours before; but the gallery
called theirs could by ne means contain all wlo
struggled for seat or standing-room within its pre-
cinets ; and those who arrived too late for these pri-
vileged places were fain to content themselves with
the two nearest wings of the gentlemen’s gallery,
into which they seemed to have overflowed on either
side. ‘T'he residue of this gallery, which runs round
the whole semicircular boundary of the hall, was
piled up in dark masses with eager, orderly, and
attentive observers of what was transacting in the
space below.

Considering the multitude assembled, an aston-
ishing silence pervaded the hall, when Mr. Maxcuw,
President of the Senate, rose and said that “ the
‘Senate and House of Representatives had met,
* according to the Constitution, for the purpose of
¢ counting the votes given by the Electors of the
¢ several States for President and Vice President of
‘the United States:" and then, taking from the
papers before him one of the sealed packages, broke
the seals, opened it, and said: “I present 10 you,
¢ gem.lmum Tellers, the votes of the Electors of the
¢ State of Maixg, that they may be counted.”

Mr. Warker then read aloud the Report of the
Proceedings of the Electors of that State, and the
Clerks took down the numbers as they were
announced.

In this manner the reports from all the States
were gone through with ; the Tellers relieving each
other from time to time in the reading.

The process was necessarily rather heavy, and
nothing but its great intrinsic importance prevented
its being insnflerably tedious, the result of each
ballot being known so long beforehand. Yet a
stranger, on witnessing the respectful and restrained
attention of all present, might have almost supposed
that the result was now made known for the first
time.

The counting beini‘ul gth finished,"Mr. WarLx-
En rose and said: “ The Te having counted the
¢ votes given for President and Vice ident of
* the United States, have directed me to report the
¢ same 1o the President of the Senate.”

The Presmest or e Sgnare then, in a clear
and firm voice, which reached every recess of the
Hall, announced the result of the counting, (as it will
be found stated in another eolumn.) After doing
which he pronounced the Fiat of the People in the
following terms : I do therefore declare James l&
* PoLk, of Tennessee, having received a majority of
¢ the whole number of electoral votes, to be duly
¢ elected President of the United States for the term
¢ of four years from the fourth day of March next,"”
He made a similar announcement of the election of
Grorae M. DavLas, of Pennsylvania, as Viee Pre-
sident for the same term ; antl then added : « The

¢ return 1o its Chamber.”

The Members of the House rose in their places,
and remained standing until the retired
from the Hall in the same order in which they had
entered it

The ceremony occupied just an hour and a half,
and was conducted throughout with the most un-
broken decorum, the final enunciation of the result
not having elicited even a sound from the multitudes !
assembled through all the
outer purviews of the Hall. ‘I'he House immediately

Wi and, initaﬂf;w minutes, the Hall was as
empty as greatest ceremony, regard-
hglutnurﬂmh-. in which a ..ﬁ’;.mbg
Wl’“uhﬂmtjmrudwl&rmﬂ. |
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PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS.

IN SENATE.
The following reports from committees were made, after the
presentation of a great variety of memorials and petitions :
Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on the Public
lo-nd; rcpamdahillin addition to the several resolves and
acts Jongress providing for the ting of bounty lands
to the officers and soldiers of the ILW nsuponthe “ Con-
tinental establishment.”
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a
bill for the reliefl of Joseph Morrison.
Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on the Public
Lands, reported a joint resolution concerning ** the copper
rock of Lake Buperior.”
Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Patents, reported a

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval Affiirs, re-
ported back the bill for the establishment of & -naval school,
ATMUSPHERIC RAILWAY.
Mr. HUGER presented a memorial of the South Carolina
Railroad Company, praying permission to import free of duty
the pipes and necessary inery for the construction of an
atmospheric railway.
In presenting this petition, which had relation to a great
improvement that was now being tested in England and
France—viz. the construction of a railroad along which cars
and other carriages should be impelled by stmospheric pres-
sure—Mr. Huexn remarked that a corporation in this coun-
try was desirous of trying the experiment, and wished the
countenance of the Government in doing so ; they wished to
test it on a portion of the Charleston railroad, which was con-
sidered suitable for the experiment. For this purpose they
wished the Government to allow them to import I.En iron pipes
sufficient for the length of a mile duty free ; the company
would bear the remainder of the expense of the experiment.
Mr. H. hoped that the prayer of the petitioners would be ac-
ceded to, and that this very interesting and important experi-
ment would be fully tested. If it proved successful, it would
be of great public advantage ; and if it failed, there would be
no injury to any one but the petitioners. The petition was
referred to the Committee on Finance.

FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL.

The bill to provide for the ascertainment of claims of Ameri-
can citizens for spoliations prior 1o the 31st day of July, 1801,
was called up hy—

Mr. CHOATE, who offered a substitute for the bill, the
length of which precludes its insertion for the present. Its
essential provisions are—

That satisfaction shall be made, to an amount not exeeeding
five willions of dollars, to such citizens of the United States, or
to their re tatives, as hud valid elaims to indemnity
upon the French Government, arising out of illegal captures,
detentions, eanfiscations, &e. committed prior 1o the mtificu-
tion of the couvention between the United States and the French
Republic, concluded on the 30th of September, 1800 ; provided
thut the isions of this set shall not extend to such claims as
are ::?m for and embruced in the convention between the
United States and the French Republie, coneluded on the 30th
of April, 1803, and for the liquidation and payment whereof
provision is made in the said eonvention ; nor to such elaims as
were allowed and paid, in whole or in part, under the provi-
sions of the treaty between the United States and Spain, cons

States. A table had been placed in the area before :ime:m;d o patent heretofore granted to William 'Wood- | ether markets

it
p%'hapuoﬂu in many parts of the country were taught to 1e-
gard postage as o tax ; it is mistakenly viewed as such.

tax than when he pays a wagoner or a boatmen for tr
ation of goods. Postage is nothing .
tion for services rendered.
& more equitable manner than v
vantage of it ?  Is it right that the poor man should be taxéd
upon his salt and his iron to pay my »  "Phis bill throws
the burden upon the sparse population of the Bouth, 1o relieve
the manuficturers of the North. Not satisfied with the bur-
den which the South always bears in the shape of protective
duties for the benefit of the people of the North, we are now
asked to pay their postage.  Why do they not also ask us to
pay the carriage of their cotton goods to Charleston, and the
of the South ?
The operation of this bill eannot fiil to have a most corrupt-
ing influence upon the Post Office De already a most
impartant political engine, and mpm ucing momen-
tous effects for good ar for ill. Pass thiis bill, and you will in-
crease its influence and its power, andl in ton years it will con-
trol the Government and the Presidency.
No purer mun ever went into office than a former head of
the Department who now ics a seat on the bench of the
Suprems Court ; he came out of the Post Office pure and un-
sullied, but with a reputation and a characterwhich so endear-
ed him to, and gave him minﬂwwithimesmyufrl
office contractors and postmasters, that it would have been dun-
gerous for iny man to possess who did not also possess his in-
ﬂexgihle integrity, . . s
A corrupt man, occupying that position for ten years,
become alr}:mu umnipntepz; ;sam! yet the Senate have enlarged
the power of the Postmaster General by the enactment of the
present bill, which gives him the power of incrensing the emo-
luments of deputy postmasters. ’m post office systein con-
tained most dangerous of corruption : the power of doing
wrong should be diminished, not increased.
He was opposed to the bill because it Jnid the burden of
postage unfairly, and | it ténded to in the 1 of
corruption, un{ to destroy the already imperfect responsibility
of the Department.
Mr. BSIMMONS suid he would not enter into the general
argument used by the Senator from Bouth Carolina, becanse
in his opinion it was predicated upon a state of things which
would not exist. ¢ denied, however, that the bill, under
any circumstances, - would take the burden of postage from
those who are benefited by it, and place it on those who
are not. This he illustrated in various ways. He had not
heard any satisfactory reasons why the bill should not pass.
Mr. 8. went over his statistical view of the English pest office,
and recapitulated the statements he had befere made to the
Senate. He had very linle doubt of the success of the expe-
riment, and that.the office would in a short time entirely sus-
tain itself by the | | rate of postag

Mr. Mdglﬂ“l“m replied that if he could believe with the
Senator from Rhode Island that the office would sustain itseli
under the new arrangement, he should be as warm an advocate
for that arrangement as that honorable gent Bat he
might be said ahmost to know that hDe not,l::dﬁgidil
would be g burden upon the T' to
I e T
It appenred, from the statements of the Senator from Rhode
Istund, thdlbcomoﬁce revenue in England had fallen of!

cluded on the 224 of February, 1819 ; nor to such cluims an
were allowed, in whole or in part, under the provisious of the
treaty between the United Stutes and Frunee, coneluded oy the
4th of July, 1831 ; and provided, also, that in all cuses of trans-
fer or assignment no elnimant shall be entitled to receive an
o 'l" t.l: the ;f ation paid, ud}\tﬂ‘t‘dﬂ thereon,
t, for the purpose ing into effiect the provisions
nft_]:l.' net, and 1o ascertain the all amount and validity of said
, three issi .Mlbelppointedhglheprﬂi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the
shall meet at the ity of Washington on ar before the.

T oy ——

adjusted by the said commissioners, toan amount not
five millions of dollurs, slall be paid T rata ; and that the
comimissioners, nhugp that principle, shall ascertain and
fix the amount to be puid upon each award.
That the sum of five million dollars appropriated by the bill
shull be in full discharge of all clnims for I tion for the
class of cases vided in &: act ; and that no claim or me-

of the United States from all

in q luced rate of postage, and it would be
the same here.  England was very differently ci

from this country ; there the density of " and the
universal and perpetual energy of business and capital made
meﬂd&mwmmn{mmmﬂm‘ :hme,‘;-:l
extents of country were sparse! routes
hhmﬁml:p. ; nunfmu-
nerating revenoe. The
intelligence in

in its present shape, although it might not pay its expenses
for the first year, or for the second, wonld in a.short
time support itself.  And it wonld do this by the only fair and
equitable means which can be devised—that is, by every one
paying towands its according to the advantage which

in some of its most important festures : but he

discharge
other and further compensation that he, she, or they may be
entitled to receive under the provisions of the act.

he would derive from it. But he did not imagine that even
for the first year the deficiency would be equal to what the

Mr. CHOATE adv 1 his dment in an impressive
speech, which oceupied about an hour in its delivery ; afle
which the amendment was agreed to, and the bill ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading by the following vote :
YEAS—Moessrs. Ashley, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Bu-
chanan, Choate, Clayton, rton, Fvans, Fairfield, Franeis,
Huntington, Johnson, Merrick, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Portcr,
Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upbam, White, Woodbridge,
Woodbury—2f

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Atehison, Atherton, Benton, Breese,
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Hannegan, Huger, Lewis, McDuffic,
Mangum, Tappan, Walker—135.

GENERAL ORDERS.

The Senate then took up the general orders, and considered
the following bills, which were ordered to be eng &
The joint resolution, amendatory of the resolution passec
April 30, 1824, respecting the application of certain appro-
priations.

The bill to previde a free bridge across the Enstern Branch
of the River Potomac, in the city of Washington.

The bill allowing drawback upon forcign merchandise ex- | W

hle S from South Carolina i He was
of epinion that, although there might be a deficiency for the first
and second years, there would be none in the third.

He had great confidence in the next Congress. The pre-
sent bill was an experiment ; if it succecded, a great good
would have been accomplished ; if it failed, it could be remedied

then an appearance of the present arrangement answering and
meeting the expenses of the Dej nt. The people would
have bad their petitions for cheap postage attended to, and

return to the present systein, or any other better one which
could be resorted to., _

The question was then taken on the pasrage of the bill, and
resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bar-
row, Bates, Bayard, Heoton, Berrien, Breese, *Buchanan,
Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield,
Foster, Francis, Henderson, Hantington, Jarnagin, Johnson,
Murrick, Miller, Morchead, Niles, Porter, Rives, Simmons,
Sl‘urgf-lnn, Tuppan, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge,

ported in the original
‘The bill for the organization of a company of sappers and
miners.
'T'he bill for the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth was read a
third time and passed.

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE.
The bill for reducing the rates of postage, &c. was then
taken up.  This bill had been engrossed for its thind reading,
and the question was now upon its passage. Some amend-
ments were then made by general consent, not affecting the
character of the bill, but necessary to make it conformable to
amendments which had been made to it.

The franking privilege was extended to ex-Presidents
Adams, Jackson, and Van Buren. A motion was made to
extend it 1o the acting President, hut, ohjection being raised,
the motion was withdrawn ; subeequently, however, on mo-
tion of Mr. FOSTER, the privilege of franking was extended
ta the President of the United States whilst in office, and to
all ex-Presidents.

The question being on the third reading— :
Mr. McDUFFIE said that he was opposed to the bill, be-
cause he believed that its speration would be prejudicial to the
public interest.  He wished not only to record his vote but 1o
enter his protest against it
He did not think there was n Senator present who reslly
believed that the Post Office Department could be sustained by
the bill before them ; or that it would not, by its operation, be
thrown upon the Treasury for an annoal support of from one
to two millions of dollars.
This was his opinion, and he should discuss the measure as
:\{n which was “’3’."“ w'l:-d- burden u the Treasury,
¢ regarded it as most 1evolutionary, most dangerous
proceeding which had ever been passed by the Senate. Its
I:ol‘amodofnjmﬂwmlimﬂnolpoawoﬁnm highhr-gn
believed that postage was one of the expenses which were
least felt and least complained of by the people. But how do
you propose to relieve them from this burden ?  You
to take off the postage, and rmise money by taxation to supply
ts place. What does the poor man, or any man, gain by
this 7 How can there be any advantage if the tax which he
has to pay be equal to the amount of postage from which he
is to be relieved * “T'his is on the supposition that the person
who paid the postage pays, inits place, its equivalent tax. But
if this be not the case, if the person who formerly paid the
postage is not ealled upon for the equivalent tax, but another
person has to pay it, are you not causing great injustice * You
are taxing one portion of the community in order that you may
relieve another.  He did not know what was the feeling of the
West, but hie knew how his own constituents would regard

taxation under which they at present Inbored.
The agricultural lation of the South and West received
and wrote very fow
dividual among the agricaltural portion of his constituents felt
he was d by the y t rates of postage, He be-

Lie

salt than the whole amount of their post Speaking s a
cotton grower, he would say that he himself paid one hundred |
times more in duty upon the cotton which he used
than he paid for postage. the South to be taxed in

N.\\'S-"—;m’m. Raghy, Clayton, Colquitt, Hannegan, Hay-
wood, Huger, Lewis, .\icl)uﬂ‘e, Mungum, Phelps, Scmpl'n-,
Sevier—I14.

So the bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to the House
of Representatives for concurrence.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Mr. GRIDER, on leave, introduced a bill to improve and
graduate the price of public lands in favor of actual settlers,
and to appropriate the proceeds thereol.
The bill was received and committed.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

By Mr. THOS. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee
of Claims, a bill for the relief of John W. Hockett ; which
was read twice and committed.
Mr. BOWLIN, from the same commiltee, made a report
upon the case of John R. Williams, accompanied by a bill for
his relief ; which was committed.
By Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Commerce,
the bill from the Senate relating to revenue cutters and steam-
ers, without amendment.
The bill was then read, and is as follows :

Be it enucted, &e. That mo revenue cutter or revenue
steamer shall hereafter be built or parchased, (excepting suich
as are now in the course of huilding and equipment,) unless

an appropriation be first made by luw therefor.

The bill was then ordered to be read the third time ; and it
was read the third time forthwith and passed, and retumed to
the Senate. ;

By Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on Com-
merce, n bill to make an appropriation for the construction of

by the application of 1 ¢
When | valve to prevent explosion of steam-boilers ; which was read
nman pays twenty-five cents for postage, he no more pays a | the first and second time, and committed.

If it be a tax, can it be levied in | the Territory of lows ;
1 him who receives the ad- | time, and committed.

next year, as he had no doubt it would be, if there was not |-

they would acquiesce'in the repeal of the proposed bill, and a | P¢

those who ought not to pay it, to relieve those who ought to Iz{i{r. SIMPSON, from the Committee on Naval Affaire,
a

to provide for the ation of the public

b's & Bamum's sclf-acting safety

By Mr, OWEN, from the Committee on Roads and Ca-

more than a remunera- | nals, a bill mnhngnpptmhmu for certain improvements in

bill was read the first and second

Also, from the same comumnittee, a bill sppropriations
for certain improvements in the Territory of Flonda; which
bill was read the first and second time, and committed.
By Mr. JAMESON, from the Commitiee on the Public
Lands, three bills, viz :
A lilt for the relief of John G. McCloud. :
A hill to grant to the county of Bates, in the State of Mis-
souri, the right of pre-emption to & quarter section of Jand fer
coun ., Cemmitted.
By Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on the Territo-
ries, 8 bill te make appropristion to defiuy the ex of the
seasion of the Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, held in
Decomber, 1842, and Janoary, 1843 | which was twice read,
and committed. ’
By Mr. HOUSTON, from *he Committee on Public Lands,
the bill in regard to the railroad lending from Juckson, through
Drandon, to the western boundary of Alshama ; which was
committed.
By Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL, from the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, to which bad been referred the bill in-
troduced by Mr. Dannaen, to provide for he adjustment and
settlement of claims of American citizens on the Republic of
Mexico, reported it back to the House without amendment.
The bill was then committed.
Mr. PARMENTER asked that the House, by common
consent, take up, out of time, for consideration, the joint reso-
lution from the Senate to suspend a part of the third section
of the joint resolution of the 11th of September, 1841, rela-
' ey S8 Dot N e Tt sl s i
o objecti i Jjoint resolution was CP,
and ordered toa ‘third réading ; and it was read
the third time and passed forthwith, and returned to the Senate.

Mr. VANCE asked the House 1o take up the private bills
and joint resolutions from the Committee of

re and were severally ordered to be engrossed
uﬁi‘:dcdt{tm;md,_uodend,mmdm&ud' time and
, and sent to the Senate for concurence, to wit :

A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan Famsworth.

A hill for the relief of Tra Baldwin.

A bill for the relief of Stunley White.,

A bill for the relief of Dunning R. McNair.

A bill for the relief of James Curwen, surviving partner of
Curwen & Willing.

A bill for the reliefof John Adams and John Adams, Jr.

A bill for the relief of Harvey & Slagg.

A bill for the relief of Jncob ?

A bill for the relief of Bamuel Neely.

A bill for the relief of Benuet M. Dell. :

A bill for the relief of Georgetown, in the Distriet of Co-
lumbhia. ! "

A bill for the relief of Elisha Morrell, administrator of Jos.

i
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e relief of Adino Goedenough. -
ing the Becretary of War to pay an
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for relief of Asenath Orvis.

for the relief of John H. Melntosh. %
for

for
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i the relief of March Farrington.
the relief of Henry N. Halsted.
ill for the relief of Justin Jacobs. :
A bill placing the name of Benjamin Allen upon the invalid
nsion roll. |
A bill for the relief of Harrison W hitson.
A bill for the relief of the president, directors, and company
of the Dismal Swamp canal.
A bill for the relief of George Wentling.
A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Vance, of Ohio. 2
A bill for the relief of Charles R. Allen, of Richmond, Vir-
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A bill for the relief of John P. Converse. :

A bill supplemental to an act for the relief of Jehu Hollins-
worth, of Blount county, Alsbama, approved 28th June, 1838.
A bill for the relief of John Boyd.

A resolution for the relief of Sellers & Pennock.
A il for the relief of Joseph Ramsey.

A bill for the relief of George B. Ru-ell' N
A bill to pay Captain John B. Crozier's company of mount-
ed volunteers, Tennessee militia. 3
A bill for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt. ]

A bill for the benefit of Joseph Craigmiles, of the State of
Tennessee.

A bill for the reliefof John E. Wright.

A bill for the relief of Daniel H. Warren.

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronough.

A hill for the relief of Francis Sommeraner.

A hill for the relief of Joseph Watson.

A bill to extend the time for two years for two years for Jo-
cating Virginia military land warrants and returning surveys
to the Land Office.  'When this hill eame up— =
Me. TIBBATTS moved to amend so as to extend the time
five years instead of fwo; which motion was adopted, and
the bill passed as amended.

The bills from the Senate, which were also reported from
the Committee of the Whole vesterday, were also taken up
and separately considered, o tg a third reading, were
rend a third time and possed, and returned to the Senate,
to wit :

The bill granting a pension to James Duffy.

The bill for the relief of James Ritchie.

The Wil for the relief of J. McFarlane. !

The bill granting a pension to George Whitten.
The bill for the relief of Mark Simpson.

The bill for the relief of James 8. Campbell, of the State of

New York, was also reported from the Committee of the

n eanul around the Falls of St. Mary's, and for the imp
ment of the navigation of Red river ; which bill was read a first
and second time and committed.

By Mr. WILLIAMS, from the C tee on v,
a hill for the erection of a custom-honse at Savannah, in Geor-
gin ; which was twice read, and committed.

By Mr. HOUSTON, from the Commiitee on the Public
Lands, the bill from the Senate entitled “* An act to quiet
the titles to certain lots of lands in the towns of Perrysburg
and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, with an amendment.
The bill and amendment were read ; and, on the question
being put thereon, the amendiment was .

The bill was then ordered to a third reading : and it was
read the third time forthwith, and passed, and returned to the
Benale,

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana; from the Commiitec on the
Public Lands, a bill to relinguish to the inhabi of the' Pa-
rish of Plaquemines, in the State of Louisiana, the title to &

By Mr, DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committes on the
Public Lands, a bill supplementary to the act for laying out

and Peru, in
Wiaconsin, ap-

Des Moines, and towns of Bellevoe, Du
the county of Dubuque, in the Territory

proved 3d Muarch, 1837 ; which was read the first and second
time, and committed.

By Mr. DOUGLASS, from the Committee on the Judicia-
1y, a bill to regulate the saliries of the District Judges of the
istricts of Ilinois and Indiana ; which bill was read the first

was
order that our ** very noble and approved good masters,” the

m‘i

The revenue of the country would, by this mensure, be pro- |
saddled with a deficiency in the Post Office Department
ye:;,mdnr lho‘

£

eries, lobbies, and | manafacturers of the North, might be relieved from their | and second time, and committed.

By Mr. CLINCH, from the Committee on Military Afiirs,
a bill providing payment for certain military
dn 5 which was read the first and second time and committed.
Also, from the same committee, a bill 1o establish a military

services in Flori- | J

Whole yesterduy, without amendnrent, and came up to-day
in regylar order, on the question of engrossment and third
reading.

The bill provides for the payment of preperty (on the then
frontiers) destroyed by Indians in the Revolutionary war.
It was opposed by Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, PETTIT,
and PARMENTER, and advocated by Messrs. BROD-
HEAD, and CARY, of New York. .
Mr. PARMENTER moved that the bill lie on the table ;
and, the question being taken, it passed in the affirmative.
And the bill was, sccordingly laid on the tafhle.
The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing an allow-
ance to Purser D. W. Thornton, in the settlement of his
accounts, was reported from the Committee of the Whole
jﬂ:uhy. without amendment, and came up to-day in regular
order.
The lution di un allo to be made for pur-
sors’ stores destroyed or thrown overboard in a storm in 1820,

¢« business for which the two Houses convened | this measure ; they looked upon the post office as the only | certain lot of ground ; which was read the first and second as one of the means used to save from wreck and total destruc-
¢ having now been completed, the Sexate will now | benefit which they received in compensation for the system of | time, and committed.

tion the United States sloop of war Erie.
The resolution was by Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON,
WM. J. BROWN, and SAUNDERS, and was

advocated
ta 1 he could not imagine that any in- | the towns of Fort Madison and Builington, in the county of | by Messrs. BARRINGER, PARMENTER, HOLMES,

E. J. BLACK, and BRENGLE. .
And on the question, Shall it pass ’ it passed inf the affir-

lieved that this portion of his constituents paid more in duty on | proved 24 July, 1836, and the amendatory act thereto, ap- | mative—79 to 37.

The bill from the Senate to authorize an arrangement or
comprom
Euqlw.mf. late Collector of New York, then came up for

consideration.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce, moved that it lie on the table ;
Mlmwﬁgﬁwum uest of

Mr. BM:’N gg..& ('lmm?h:‘ﬁll Committee on '1:
udldl!j. w commities “M)
fully explained the bill, and urged ita passage on the ground
t:'“t!h.wlﬁum

ise with any of the sureties on the bonds of Samuel |
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